
The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) is an expert legal resource center created by the American Bar Association (ABA). 
CILA began operations in Houston, Texas in 2015 in response to the thousands of children from Central America fleeing prolific 
violence and abuse in their home countries and seeking humanitarian protections offered under U.S. law. CILA’s mission is to 
empower advocates who guide immigrant youth through complex legal procedures, to do so with courage, competency, 
compassion, and creativity. CILA builds capacity for those working to advance the rights of immigrant youth seeking protection 
by providing four key services: trainings, technical assistance, collaboration, and resource creation. 

Working 
Groups
Since the organization’s founding, CILA 
has facilitated more than 200 working 
group meetings on six key areas of work, 
including pro bono coordination and 
social services. Working groups have 
allowed advocates in Houston and 
across the country to regularly share 
updates on challenges, strategies, and 
lessons learned.

200+
Group meetings

Written Resources
In a decade, CILA’s small but mighty team has created more than 
430 resources covering many aspects of the niche work that is 
representing unaccompanied children, including in depth toolkits 
and guides for advocates and pro bono attorneys, as well as 
client-facing resources in Spanish and other languages.

430+
CILA Resources

CILA serves nonprofit, pro bono, and private sector legal advocates who work with children in 
immigration-related proceedings Through our work, we hope to ensure more immigrant youth are 
represented and to provide the resources and expertise needed to support those who endeavor to 
represent them. In furtherance of this goal, in 2022, CILA expanded its technical assistance program 
nationwide and opened more trainings and working groups to a national audience. This fall, CILA is 
celebrating ten years pursuing justice for unaccompanied children. Our work was critical when CILA 
was founded, and it is critical now—to continue advancing protections for unaccompanied immigrant 
children seeking safety and justice.
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Technical
Assistance

Since 2015, CILA has responded to over 4,500 
requests for technical assistance on legal and 
social services questions. Requests have come 
from legal service provider organizations, pro 
bono attorneys, child welfare professionals, 
social services providers, and judges.

4,500+
TA answered

Advocacy
CILA has informed the ABA's efforts on law and policy relating to 
unaccompanied children. CILA has worked on two ABA policy 
resolutions to increase protections for youth with Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS), helped advocate for SIJS deferred 
action, assisted in drafting comments on proposed regulations and 
forms, and raised concerning trends for ABA advocacy. 

Trainings
In the past ten years, CILA has coordinated more than 275 tailored 
trainings on a wide range of topics related to children’s immigration law 
and social services, including special immigrant juvenile status, asylum 
for unaccompanied children, trauma-informed lawyering, and working 
with specific youth populations, such as Indigenous youth, LGBT+ youth, 
and youth with disabilities. In addition, CILA has participated in another 
150 trainings coordinated by other stakeholders, including courts.

275+
CILA Trainings

Pro Bono 
Platform
Since 2019, CILA’s pro bono platform has 
allowed 20+ organizations to post pro bono 
opportunities to help unaccompanied 
children. Over 155 matches have been made 
through the platform increasing access to 
representation and organizational capacity

155+
Cases matched
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CILA's Pro Bono Platform
Since 2019, CILA’s pro bono platform has allowed 
20+ organizations to post pro bono opportunities 
to help unaccompanied children. Over 155 
matches have been made through the platform 
increasing access to representation 
and organizational capacity.

A newsletter geared towards pro bono attorneys plus 
those who want to learn more about and support 
immigrant children facing deportation.

Get Involved: Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteering your time to collaborate with nonprofit 
organizations working with children and youth in 
immigration cases is a fantastic way to get involved! A 
variety of skill sets can support legal service providers 
working with children and youth seeking protection in 
the United States. 

How to stay connected with CILA

Monthly Newsletter

Technical Assistance
Technical assistance is guidance offered by CILA 
staff to advocates working with children or youth in 
immigration proceedings. Legal and social work 
technical assistance is available to legal or social 
services staff in the Acacia UCP 
network of legal services providers 
nationwide and to pro bono attorneys
or other advocates working with 
unaccompanied children.

Champions for Immigrant Youth, aims to keep you 
informed about children's immigration issues and 
provide information on upcoming 
events and new resources from CILA.

CILA Accounts
Create a CILA Account to gain access to more CILA 
resources. Accounts are free and available to 
attorneys, legal staff, pro bono coordinators, and 
social services staff. We offer four different types of 
accounts, each represented by a different color. 

CILA's Annual Reports include 
team reflections & highlights. 
Read more about CILA's 
impact here.

Donate to CILA and help us 
continue to build capacity for 
those working to advance the 
rights of children seeking 
protection in the United States.


