
The ABA Children’s Immigration Law Academy
(CILA) builds capacity for those working to

advance the rights of children seeking protection
through trainings, technical assistance, resource

development, and collaboration.

Celebrating CILA

10 Years of Impact

Nov 6, 2025
6 - 8 PM

717 Texas Avenue
12  Floor Terraceth

Houston, Texas 77002

Join us to celebrate CILA’s 10th anniversary! 
The evening will feature heavy appetizers, drinks, and brief

remarks on CILA’s history and future.



Celebrating CILA: 10 Years of Impact
 

The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) celebrates 10 years of impact and
capacity building through trainings, technical assistance, resource development, and
collaboration for those working to advance the rights of immigrant children seeking
protection and due process through our legal system. 

This work is even more imperative today than when the nonprofit program began in
2015. CILA is a critical legal resource, and in order to support continued growth, we plan
to honor this moment with a special event to help raise awareness of our mission and
funds to support our next chapter. 

From its inception and into the future, CILA remains steadfast in its mission: to empower
advocates, elevate the quality of legal services, and advance protections for
unaccompanied children seeking safety and justice. Please join us in celebrating this
moment in CILA’s history and supporting the unaccompanied children who rely on its
work. 

About the Children's Immigration Law Academy (CILA)
 

The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) was born out of a critical need: to
ensure that unaccompanied children who had journeyed to the United States in search
of safety had access to legal representation and protection. 

Recognizing the profound challenges these vulnerable children faced, two attorneys –
Dalia Castillo-Granados and Yasmin Yavar – began by working at non-profit
organizations to represent them to help secure immigration status and stability. In 2014,
with a surge in unaccompanied children, the need for increased support resulted in a
collaboration with the American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Immigration.  

In 2015, CILA was established as a project of the ABA Commission on Immigration and
focused initially on supporting legal service providers and pro bono attorneys in Texas.
What began as a regional initiative has since expanded nationally. Today, legal
advocates from across the country engage in CILA's working groups, attend CILA’s
acclaimed “Boot Camp” trainings, access legal resources, seek guidance on complex
cases, and more.



Celebrating CILA: 10 Years of Impact
Sponsorship Opportunities

CHAMPION - $10,000
Funds the creation of four written resources that center the immigrant child
in the work of legal and social services advocates
Verbal acknowledgment during the remarks at the Celebration and during the
nationwide training in September 
Prominent logo, name recognition on Celebration signage and materials 
12 Tickets to the Celebration 
Recognition in online and email communications about the Celebration
Tribute ad displayed on screens/signage at the Celebration

DEFENDER - $5,000
Provides four non-profit organizations serving unaccompanied children the
ability to post pro bono opportunities on CILA’s volunteer platform
Verbal acknowledgment during the remarks at the Celebration
Prominent logo, name recognition on Celebration signage and materials
6 Tickets to the Celebration 
Recognition in online and email communications about the Celebration
Tribute ad displayed on screens/signage at the Celebration

PARTNER - $2,500
Ensures the delivery of one CILA training for hundreds of legal advocates
Prominent logo, name recognition on virtual Celebration signage, and other
distributed materials
4 Tickets to the Celebration 
Recognition in online and email communications about the Celebration
Tribute ad displayed on screens/signage at the Celebration

FRIEND - $1,000
Sponsors the provision of individualized, researched responses to ten
questions on case strategy from advocates
2 Tickets to the Celebration 
Recognition in online and email communications about the Celebration
Tribute ad displayed on screens/signage at the Celebration

SUPPORTER - $500
Supports one of CILA’s quarterly working group meetings where advocates
learn updates, share challenges, and brainstorm solutions
1 Ticket to the Celebration  
Tribute ad displayed on screens/signage at the Celebration 



 

The ABA COI Children's Immigration Law Academy is a public service program of the American Bar Association and 
receives funding through the ABA Fund for Justice and Education (FJE). The FJE accepts gifts and grants to support 
the ABA’s public service work. The FJE qualifies as an exempt fund under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code, and all contributions to the FJE are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. 

 

CILA 10th Anniversary Sponsorship Commitment Form 

 

Sponsorship Level 

$10,000 – Champion    $5,000  – Defender    

$2,500  – Partner     $1,000 – Friend     $500 – Supporter  

Sponsor Details 

Firm/Organization/Individual:  ________________________________________________________ 

Name to Be Recognized As:  __________________________________________________________ 

Check here if you wish to be Anonymous  

Contact Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  __________________________________      State:  __________      Zip: ___________________ 

Email:  __________________________________________     Phone:  __________________________ 

Payment Options 

Please send an invoice to the email address above. 

Credit card payment – Please pay online here. 

I will pay via credit card by calling 312-971-8936.  

Please return the form via email to: 

Helene Genetos, ABA Fund for Justice and Education (FJE), 

Helene.genetos@americanbar.org   

https://www.americanbar.org/content/aba-cms-dotorg/en/groups/departments_offices/fund_justice_education/donate/com-imm-cila2/
mailto:Helene.genetos@americanbar.org
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