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CILA Children's Immigration Law Academy

Ways To Get Involved To Help Immigrant Children & Youth
LEARN ABOUT THE ISSUES

READ THE NEWS ABOUT IMMIGRATION POLICY & REVIEW THESE RESOURCES.

O Learn more about the critical role of legal representation for immigrant children: Read the
American Bar Association (ABA)'s Commission on Immigration’s explainer on immigration court
and why legal representation is crucial for unaccompanied children. Without attorneys,
children are more vulnerable and face significant challenges that can lead to unfair outcomes.

O Facts about unaccompanied children at the border: Read the “ABA CILA Fact Sheet:
Unaccompanied Children at the Border” for information about the systems involved and
context to issues facing child migrants at the U.S. border.

O Learn more about the experience of unaccompanied children and youth: Watch a video
created by the ABA’s Commission on Immigration entitled Tu Futuro, Tu Voz (Your Future, Your
Voice) and view the ABA Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA)'s video, Escuche Mi Voz
(Listen to My Voice) to hear from immigrant youth.

O ABA policy recommendations: Read the ABA'’s policy recommendations for the immigration
system including issues affecting unaccompanied children in Achieving America’s Immigration
Promise. The ABA also drafted the Standards for the Custody, Placement and Care; Legal
Representation: and Adjudication of Unaccompanied Alien Children in the United States to provide

guiding principles for children’s immigration law.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ATTORNEYS & LAW STUDENTS

THOUSANDS OF YOUTH IN IMMIGRATION COURT HAVE NO ATTORNEY BY THEIR
SIDE. REPRESENTATION MAKES A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF YOUTH
FACING DEPORTATION.

O Are you an attorney wanting to help? CILA hosts a platform, Pro Bono Matters for Children
Facing Deportation, for attorneys to view available pro bono cases to work with youth in their
immigration cases. There are opportunities nationwide. Not seeing an opportunity close to
your area? Various organizations have remote opportunities. Type #remote in the search bar
and find the right opportunity for you. In most cases, no prior immigration experience is
necessary; organizations can help provide training and resources.

O Are you a law student wanting to help? View CILA’s platform, Pro Bono Matters for Children
Facing Deportation, to view available pro bono cases. The ABA's Commission on Immigration
(COI) has court observation projects and other volunteer opportunities. Express interest in
COl's opportunities here. Additionally, many nonprofit organizations working with immigrant
youth offer internship opportunities, and many law schools provide immigration law clinics.

O Do you need resources to help support you in your pro bono work? CILA has a variety of free
resources and trainings on our website to support you in pro bono representation including
the CILA Pro Bono Guide. Create a CILA account to access more CILA resources. You can also
reach out to CILA for case specific questions when you take a case from CILA's platform.
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https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-04-10-uc-immigration-court-explainer.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2024.12.04-ABA-CILA-Fact-Sheet-Unaccompanied-Children-at-the-Border.pdf
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https://cilacademy.org/2022/08/12/new-cila-video-listen-to-my-voice-escuche-mi-voz/
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/immigration/achieving_americas_immigration_promise.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/immigration/achieving_americas_immigration_promise.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/commission_on_immigration/standards_for_children_2018.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/commission_on_immigration/standards_for_children_2018.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/pro-bono/pro-bono-matters/
https://cilacademy.org/pro-bono/pro-bono-matters/
https://airtable.com/app1T1eH6ZmPcAApB/pagL49ms37s37nXY6/form
https://cilacademy.org/
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/cila-pro-bono-guide-working-with-children-and-youth-in-immigration-cases/
https://cilacademy.org/accounts/
https://cilacademy.org/technical-assistance/

MORE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME IS A GREAT WAY TO SUPPORT NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS WORKING WITH YOUTH IN IMMIGRATION CASES! NOT FAMILIAR
WITH A LOCAL ORGANIZATION? CHECK OUT THE IMMIGRATION ADVOCATES
NETWORK VOLUNTEER DIRECTORY FOR ORGANIZATIONS BY STATE.

O

Do you have a heart for working with youth and wish to be a child advocate? Consider
volunteering with the Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights as a child advocate in
Chicago, Houston, San Antonio, Harlingen, Phoenix, Los Angeles, New York, Washington D.C,,
New Jersey, or Grand Rapids.

Do you have language skills to offer? Many organizations have volunteer opportunities to
provide interpretation and translation support.

Do you have strong administrative or organizational skills or experience as a legal assistant or
paralegal? Offer to volunteer with a local nonprofit organization to provide administrative
support to the organization or to support a legal case. Some nonprofit organizations may pair a
pro bono attorney with a volunteer administrative assistant or paralegal to work on a case.

Do you have strong research skills? Some organizations may need assistance from volunteers
to research country conditions to help support clients’ asylum cases.

Are you a healthcare provider? Many cases benefit from the knowledge of a health
professional either through a supporting statement with expertise on a particular medical
condition or through an evaluation of a client. There are several ways to get involved either
through directly working with a nonprofit organization or joining efforts with an organization
such as the Physicians for Human Rights or the Houston Immigration Legal Services
Collaborative (HILSC) clinical network to help provide evaluations.

STAY CONNECTED

O

O

O
O

Advocate with local leaders for policy and legislative change. Visit the ABA Commission on
Immigration’s Legislation & Policy page to get ideas. Additionally, read CILA’s blog post,
“Unaccompanied Immigrant Children’s Program Faces Funding Uncertainty: Call to Action &
Know the Difference Representation Makes.”

Sign up to receive CILA’s quarterly newsletter, Pro Bono Matters, geared towards pro bono
attorneys and volunteers plus those who want to learn more about and support immigrant
children facing deportation.

Follow CILA on LinkedIn and Facebook where we announce new resources for pro bono
attorneys, highlight opportunities from our network, and promote CILA events and webinars.
Learn more about CILA by checking out CILA’s Annual Reports.

Donate to CILA or your local provider working with children who are unaccompanied.
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https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/volunteer/
https://www.theyoungcenter.org/accompany-a-child/become-a-child-advocate/
https://phr.org/get-involved/participate/health-professionals/
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https://cilacademy.org/2025/07/02/unaccompanied-immigrant-children-the-difference-representation-makes/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=M7_3wEunFU2ns7yuIuqb3Kbqt0RSlFtJtLlXn2YbPvZUMVFCTE9ZRTg4RVZNTTVKWTlORlFMMlBBTy4u
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aba-cilacademy/
https://www.facebook.com/Childrens-Immigration-Law-Academy-101867892244643
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https://www.americanbar.org/groups/departments_offices/fund_justice_education/donate/com-imm-cila/
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