
You Have Rights

                  Late last month, agents from Homeland Security Investigations (also known as     
                  HSI), a federal law enforcement agency within the Department of Homeland Security,
                 started conducting what they are calling “wellness checks” on certain unaccompanied children. 
There are reports that these wellness checks from HSI agents are happening in many places around the 
country.
According to reports from legal advocates across the country, HSI agents have stated that 
they are conducting wellness checks for children that they believe may be at risk of exploitation 
or human trafficking. The HSI agents or officials from other government agencies are 
requesting to see children on their list, speak to their sponsor, and sometimes, inspect the home 
of the child. The agents are not always wearing a uniform, and they may 
not clearly identify themselves.

                 We understand that these checks may be scary and that you may be concerned about your    
                 safety and the safety of your family. 

Learn More Here

◦ You can ask them to provide you with any paperwork they have under the door. HSI and ICE officials 
are required to have a judicial warrant before they can enter the home of any person. Take a picture of 
any documents they provide to you. If the paper they provide under the door is not a warrant signed 
by a judge, you are not required to open the door. 

◦ In a calm but firm voice, you have the right to tell them that you do not consent or agree to have them 
enter your home, that you do not want to talk to them without an attorney present, and to please leave. 

◦ You do not have to answer any questions or sign anything. 
◦ It is possible that the HSI or ICE official may refuse to leave or force their way into your home, but 

telling them this information may help you later if you have to attend immigration court. 
◦ You can provide them with the contact information or business card of your attorney or the child’s 

attorney. Have this ready.
As soon as possible, contact your attorney or the child’s attorney. Your attorney may be able to 
speak with the agents to find out what information they need from the child for the 
wellness check. Remember, you have rights. If you have questions about your rights, contact 
your attorney.

**This document provides useful information, but it is not legal advice. It is important to speak to an attorney for legal advice.

• View CILA’s youth webpage in English and Spanish.
• Review CILA’s resource, “Protections & Information for Unaccompanied Children and 

Youth” in English and Spanish.
• View KIND resource on "Know Your Rights" in English and Spanish.

◦ If someone you do not know knocks on your door, you do not have to open 
        the door. 
◦ You can ask them to identify themselves and ask what agency they are from.   

https://cilacademy.org/information/
https://cilacademy.org/informacion/
https://supportkind.org/es/recursos/know-your-rights/
https://supportkind.org/resources/know-your-rights/
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2024.02.27-Unaccompanied-Children-FAQ-Spanish.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2024.02.27-Unaccompanied-Children-FAQ-English.pdf

