CILA 2024

Annual Report

The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) is an expert legal resource
center created by the American Bar Association’s (ABA) Commission on
Immigration (COI). CILA opened its doors in late 2015 with a vision to
empower advocates with the tools needed to guide unaccompanied
children through complex legal territory. CILA builds capacity for legal
and social services advocates in the field and pro bono attorneys working
alongside immigrant youth. Children’s advocates are true champions,
blazing new trails to define what it means to advocate for unaccompanied
children with courage, creativity, compassion, and competency.

CILA builds capacity by providing four key services to support
practitioners: providing technical assistance, training new and seasoned
attorneys, creating resources, and coordinating working groups. Through
our work we hope to ensure more children are represented and to provide
the resources and expertise needed to support those who endeavor to
represent them.

In 2024, CILA saw increased demand for technical assistance requests,
increased use of CILA's resources, and overall more engagement in CILA’s
services. With this annual report, we reflect upon this past year, share
CILA highlights, and celebrate what we have accomplished as a team.
In these times of an ever-shifting landscape for the work that we do, we
remain steadfast in our values and committed to supporting advocates
serving unaccompanied youth across the country.



March

Emotional Wellness Workbook - The CILA
social services team created the Emotional
Wellness Workbook for Youth in English and
Spanish. The workbook includes activities de-
veloped to resonate with the unique experi-
ences and interests of unaccompanied youth,
including those in detention and dealing with
detention fatigue. It focuses on self-care
practices that encourage prioritizing mental,
emotional, and physical health.

April

and more.

Mavy

CILA Newsletter - CILA
updated the design of
its monthly newsletter,
refining content, adding
CILA staff highlights,
and modernizing the
layout.

CILA Presentations - In April and throughout
the year, the CILA team presented in more
than ten trainings hosted by other organi-
zations to teach different audiences about
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SI1JS), trau-
ma-informed courtrooms, ethics, self-care,

CILA Highiisiauss

Dalia Castillo-Granados, CILA Director, Yasmin Yavar, CILA Deputy Director,
and Laura Egan, CILA Managing Attorney, after their presentation on trauma-
informed courtrooms, October 2024.
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Amy Horton-Newell, ABA Center for Public Interest Law Director, Yasmin Yavar, CILA Deputy _ i ‘*
Director, Dalia Castillo-Granados, CILA Director, and Meredith Linsky, ABA COI Director, d ™| ‘
following Dalia and Yamin'’s presentation on SIJS at the ABA Center for Children and the Law "*;‘

June

CILA Retreat - CILA hosted its second annu-
al staff retreat in the Houston office for a day
filled with reflections, camaraderie, and de-
licious food. Two highlights from the retreat
were the celebration of each staff member’s
proudest accomplishment and a friendly
game of bowling.

The CILA team played a custom Loteria game at the CILA retreat in Houston, Texas,

June 2024.

Access to Justice Conference, April 2024. c > ';
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Nadia Danilovich, CILA Managing Attorney, presented on a panel at the Federal Bar
Association’s Immigration Law Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, May 2024.
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Sarena Bhatia, CILA Senior Staff Attorney, presenting at CILA’s Round
Up webinar, December 2024.

Nov.-Dec.

Rapid Response Resources - CILA wrote resources
with practical tips to guide advocates working with
immigrant youth clients in a challenging climate and
to provide compiled Know Your Rights and safe-
ty-planning information. The ABA COI & CILA also
released the Rapid Response Immigration Commu-
nications and Legal Clinics Toolkit to empower legal
service providers.
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T h Connecting On-the-Ground The ABA Features CILA
tron gelr 108 etner Information to Policy Tne A8 cmoges pro b erergement

In February, the ABA House of Delegates inform attorneys about
CILA is a project of the ABA’s Commission on Immigration (COI) and is closely aligned with passed Resolution 605 at the 2024 ABA the need and opportunity &
its COl sister projects, the South Texas Pro Bono Asylum Representation Project (ProBAR) in Midyear Meeting urging Congress and the to represent immigrant
Harlingen, Texas and the Immigration Justice Project (1JP) in San Diego, California. Administration to enact laws and adopt children. “Statement of
policies to protect youth with SIJS, including ABA President Mary
Throughout the year, we work together on projects and support each other in our work. Our youth of color. Read more about the ABA Smith Re: Pro bono help
various focuses, expertise on different topics, and range of services enhance our collaborations Policy Resolution in an in immigration matters”
and the ways we can work together throughout the year. We each offer insights into different article by the ABA Journal
jurisdictions, immigrant populations, and immigration legal relief. Our collaborations include article: “Extra protections m= The ABA also highlighted the COI Lobby Day
policy initiatives, resource creation, pro bono projects, and CILA providing training and are needed for youths s PR at Capitol Hill in May 2024.

technical assistance support. As part of the COIl and as sister projects, we are stronger together. navigating immigration
system, ABA Head says.”

“At ProBAR, we rely on CILA’s expertise in unaccom-
panied children to provide not only a baseline founda-
tion of knowledge for our lawyers and advocates, but

» to partner with us to solve complex issues facing our
youth clients. Whether it's CILA’'s Boot Camp—a hands-
on training for any advocate seeking a comprehensive
overview of trauma-informed legal services for migrant
youth—or technical assistance on a nuanced SIJS matter
in a Texas court, we know that we can rely on CILA as

a partner to help us be excellent advocates for the chil-
dren we serve.”

Team members from ProBAR, ABA COI, and CILA partici-
pated inparticipated in the COI Lobby Day in Washington,

Laura Pefia, Director, ProBAR D.C., May 2024.

Social Se rvices staff from both CILA and ProBAR came together in Harlingen, Texas to connect and share ideas, November 2_()24.

: “Working alongside CILA has confirmed that our work is interconnected and beneficial to us all. Their insightful com-
« Ments and suggestions in projects such as the ProBAR booklet have provided us with a fresh perspective within the
¢ same line of work, while their technical assistance strengthens our ability to reach our mutual goals and better serve

“Throughout 2024, the CILA team has been a critical partner in the ABA’s advocacy efforts. CILA’s expertise and deep
understanding of policies, regulations and laws has positioned them to lead the analysis and drafting of thoughtful
regulatory comments and letters to the administration and allowed the ABA to be a part of the conversation about our clients. Together we elevate the quality and impact of our shared mission.”

Raul Gomez, Supervising Unaccompanied Children Legal Services Specialist, ProBAR

due process and fair treatment of immigrant children.”

: Adonia Simpson, Deputy Director for Policy and Pro Bono, ABA Commission on Immigration
“Access to the CILA platform enabled us to connect with a vast network of dedicated volunteers. These volunteers
played a crucial role in supporting our clients’ asylum claims by conducting essential research, particularly on coun-
try conditions, within tight deadlines. Their motivation and commitment were instrumental in helping us serve our
clients and our community. As an organization deeply rooted in serving our specific jurisdictional community, having
access to CILA's expansive, nationwide network of legal volunteers proved to be invaluable this year. We were able to
place almost half a dozen country conditions research assignments with volunteers referred to us through the CILA
platform. The diversity of this network allowed us to find volunteers who spoke the same language as the client and
were able to conduct research in the language needed. As a result, our attorneys filed more complete applications for

asylum with much better chances of success.”

“The ABA Commission on Immigration is proud to partner with CILA to create resources that educate pro bono pro-
fessionals and volunteers working on immigration matters. Our collaborative projects in 2024 include a comprehen-
sive toolkit on how to implement legal clinics, innovative resources on creative models for pro bono projects, and our
annual Pro Bono Symposium. Through our combined efforts, we are able to enhance the capabilities of both organiza-
tions and amplify our impact within our networks.”

Stephanie Baez, Director of Pro Bono, ABA Commission on Immigration
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Ambreen Walji, Managing Attorney, Pro Bono Program, ABA Immigration Justice Project
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Buillding Advocate Capacity:
Trainings

CILA hosted 28 trainings in 2024 for attorneys, legal staff, social services staff, pro bono attorneys, and
judges. CILA team members presented during the trainings, and we also collaborated with many guest
speakers to cover changes in immigration law and dive into advanced topics. CILA further provides 101
trainings to help organizations onboard staff.

CILA continued partnering with the National Immigration Litigation Alliance (NILA) in 2024 to offer
trainings on case summaries and provide litigation updates. We also hosted two symposiums to pro-
vide a platform for advocates in the field to share their knowledge. In May, we celebrated advocates’
work by hosting “CILA’s 6th Annual Champions for Immigrant Youth Symposium” and in September,
CILA and the ABA COI co-hosted their 2nd “Pro Bono Symposium” to feature the work of pro bono

programs.

“CILAis a resource | frequently turn to for law/policy updates
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. and to assist me in planning trainings for our team.”
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CILA’s 2 most attended ,
CILA’s webinar CILA-NILA’s

webinars in 2024 “Children’s Asylum and webinar “Defective
(400+ attendees) Gang-Related Claims” Notices to Appear”

Hear from training participants

“This is one of the most useful asylum CLEs | have ever attended. I've practiced for several years
and have learned several new things. I'll be recommending this training to our whole team.”
CILA’s August webinar “Children’s Asylum & Gang-Related Claims”

“This was a wonderful and extremely helpful training; the presenters were very knowledgeable
and skilled. Thank you CILA—this was a huge need that has been filled!!”
CILA’s August webinar “Considerations and Strategies for Integrating Social Services and Legal
Teams Serving Unaccompanied Children”

“It was refreshing to attend a pro bono training with new and innovative content. Thank you for
putting the symposium together!”
CILA & COI’s September “Pro Bono Symposium”
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Technical Assistance

CILA offers both legal and social
services technical assistance (TA) to
the Acacia network nationally and
to those who take a pro bono case
from CILA’s Pro Bono Matters plat-
form. In 2024, the CILA team saw a
significant increase in TA questions
asked, and the CILA team met the
challenge.

Practitioners can ask questions about individual cases to
seek information on various topics. For example, questions
can focus on the status of the law, case strategy, navigating
various immigration agencies, how to work with children,
and social services resources. Technical assistance requests
range from foundational issues to thorny issues that are
more complex. CILA team members provide individualized
responses to answer each question and provide resources.

720 + 60 +

social services technical assistance
questions answered in 2024

legal technical assistance
questions answered in 2024

“As a new, inexperienced attorney, | quickly realized the value of CILA's technical assistance,
trainings, and resources. | sent many requests for technical assistance and absorbed as many
trainings and resources as possible. Now six years later, | still rely heavily on CILA expertise and
constantly refer my co-workers and other advocates to CILA. Houston, we have a problem!”
Jacob Wedemeyer, Managing Attorney, Estrella del Paso

Community

CILA creates space for community and collaboration by hosting six working groups for practitioners.
Each group meets on a quarterly basis, and participants can share updates and ask their peers ques-
tions. Working group topics focus on asylum, SIJS, Houston SIJS, detained youth, social services, and
pro bono coordination. CILA team members facilitate the meetings and share updates relevant to each
group. The meetings provide time for advocates to learn from each other and hear what others are
seeing in their area.

24 960 +

working group total
meetings held in attendance

“CILA has greatly helped me understand trends in working with detained children by organizing
quarterly calls to share updates and questions with other [legal service providers].



Resources Get Involved

The CILA team created or updated CILA creates a wide range of resources from practice adviso-

100+ resources in 2024. CILA ac- ries and in-depth resources on substantive legal topics to so- Individuals do not have appointed legal counsel in immi- . ‘ '

count holders can access more CILA cial services toolkits and resources for pro bono coordinators. gration proceedings, and this includes children. There- Connect with us on social media
resources on our website. With the CILA’s resources help advocates stay up to date on changes fore, many immigrant children must represent them- ’

growth of CILA's account system in in immigration law and to provide skills-based guidance and selves in court. Many unaccompanied children have @ @ABA CHILDREN'S IMMIGRATION LAW ACADEMY
2024, CILA saw an increase in indi- tips. CILA also provides some resources directed toward legal relief available, and they need an attorney to assist Q @ABA CHILDREN'S IMMIGRATION LAW ACADEMY

viduals accessing CILA resources. youth and judges. them with navigating the process. Learn more about
CILA’s platform Pro Bono Matters for Children Facing
1,440

1 000 + Deportation below and consider taking a pro bono case!
’
CILA accountholders, as

of December 2024

individuals created a CILA account Not an attorney? Check out CILA’s Get Involved web-
on CILA’s website in 2024 page to learn about the issues affecting unaccompanied
children and see ways to get involved in this area.

Sign up to receive CILA’s . . ,
monthly newsletter: Sign up to receive CILA’s

Champions for Immigrant quarterly newsletter:
Youth Pro Bono Matters

-IE Scan to visit

I CILA’s Get

' Involved
webpage

Create a free account to access
moreC’LAresources 0 O O & & & ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 O O o O O O O O O O O O O 0 O O o O 0 0 O o 0 o o o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0o o

“CILA has been an invaluable resource in supporting our work with youth and their sponsors.
Their thoughtfully designed toolkits have equipped us with practical resources to provide
compassionate care and meaningful guidance. These tools make it easier to foster empathy and
address the needs of those we serve.”

Raul Martinez, LPC, Senior Bilingual Clinician, ProBAR

10 Most Popular CILA Resources in 2024

CILA Pro Bono Guide: Working with Children Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (S1JS) Manual D
and Youth in Immigration Cases for New York Practitioners (CILA & The Door) X ) M a t e r S ‘ a t f O r I '
"
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Procedural Options in Removal Proceedings for Traversing Unchartered Territory: Discussing
Youth 2024 Post-Election Uncertainties CILA’s platform continues to ® Over 20 nonprofit organizations from across the nation can
be an asset to organizations by ® post pro bono opportunities for immigrant children and family’s
Understanding the SIJS Parental Benefit Navigating Difficult Conversations with helping spread the word that e cases to CILA's pro bono platform, Pro Bono Matters for Children
g ens . . immi t children need repre- Facing Deportation. Generally, there are 60+ pro bono oppor-
Prohibition (CILA & NIPNLG Child Clients 'mmigran o o I ! ’
( ) sentation and to assist in vol- tunities available on the platform, and the CILA team regularly
) . . . . . unteer recruitment efforts. . In ® uplifts the opportunity to get involved and volunteer in CILA
Challenging a Defective Notice to Appear (NTA) rasEl I e DI e T (S!JS) 2024, 45+ matches were made ® newsletters and during CILA trainings.
in Children’s Removal Proceedings Overview with pro bono attorneys and law ¢
students, who expressed interest e  Posting nonprofit organizations also shared benefitsof ~ ; ® °* * * °° * 2
Overview of the ORR Foundational Rule for the in working on a pro bono oppor- using CILA's platform including: . Scantovisit
; ) °® o the platform
. . tunity on CILA’s platform. Volun- : . .
Unaccompanied Children Program ; tunit df e ° Connecting to pro bono attorneys from out of . . .
eerkc?ppor unities rﬁnge- zom state since their state is under-resourced; . .
. . . Y WOrkKing on research projects, ® « Improving how to describe pro bono opportuni-  *fhi .
CILA Practice Toolkit & accompanying Check- M participating in legal clinics, and ° ties based on their experience posting caseson . .
lists, Cheat Sheets, & Organizational Documents AMERIGANBARASSOCIATION providing direct representation. CILA’s platform; and . A
® e Expanding their network to pro bono attorneys : :

who learn about them through the platform.



Thank You

Thank you to the advocates and pro bono attorneys working with immigrant youth and families. Your
dedication and hard work make a difference! Thank you to those who have worked with us to collaborate
on trainings, resources, and other projects. And thank you to our Advisory Committee members who offer

CILA support and feedback. Our work is better because of your efforts. Thank you to our donors who invest
in CILA’s work and mission. We are grateful for your generosity and trust in us. Thank you all for being in
community with CILA!

As we enter a new year, we look to 2025 determined and ready to continue our work with
courage, compassion, creativity, and competence.

CILA Team

Dalia Castillo-Granados, Director

Yasmin Yavar, Deputy Director

Laura Egan, Managing Attorney

Nadia Danilovich, Managing Attorney
Marissa Barrera, Managing Social Worker
Amelia Friedman, Senior Staff Attorney
Sarena Bhatia, Senior Staff Attorney
Sachika Denham-Hand, Staff Attorney
Shalom Hernandez, Social Worker

Tasha Jones, Grant & Operations Manager
Brenda Garcia-Carrera, Outreach Associate
Itxel Ramirez, Program Coordinator

Support our work.

Invest in CILA and contribute to
our work and mission by donating.

:Advisory Committee ;
. Aimee Korolev, ProBAR Dolores Rosales, Estrella del Paso
° Aimee Maldonado, STCL Immigration Clinic Elissa Steglich, UT Law Immigration Clinic :
: Alexa Sendukas, GHIRP Hillary Richardson, NIJC
. Beatriz Jones, ProBAR Jacob Wedemeyer, Estrella del Paso e
* Beth Tsoulos, Immigrant Family Legal Clinic, UCLA Law Kate Wegener, IRC :
: Clare Murphy Shaw, Asylum Clinic KC  Marion (“Mickey”) Donovan-Kaloust, InmDef
. Corie O’Rourke, CK Legal PLLC Rebecca Rosenberg, JFON Austin e
: Sarah M. Hanners, CLS Miami :
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Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA)
A Project of the American Bar Association
Funded by the Acacia Center for Justice

www.cilacademy.org
cila@abacila.org



