ABA CILA CAN HELP

The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) is an expert legal resource center created by the
American Bar Association (ABA) in 2015. Through technical assistance, trainings, collaboration, and
resource creation, CILA builds capacity for those working to advance the rights of immigrant youth
seeking protection. For advocates new to family or juvenile court and working with a youth who may
be eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, CILA can provide individualized technical assistance
and other support. Get to know the CILA team members on our Staff webpage
(www.cilacademy.org/about/staff).

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SOCIAL SERVICES
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

CILA offers both legal and social services

technical assistance (TA) services. Advocates can CILA also provides individualized TA related to

ask individualized, case-specific questions to the the psychosocial service needs of children and

CILA team, and we will provide answers to help youth. Requests for assistance may relate to best

inform and guide advocates in their work. practices for working with children and survivors

of trauma, assistance in identifying psychosocial

LEGAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE needs, and available resources to assist in

Legal TA may relate to the theory of the case, meeting those needs. Social services technical
legal strategy, procedural and evidentiary issues, assistance can be made on CILA’s website.

best practices working with children and
survivors of trauma, and more.

ABA CILA RESOURCES
ACCESS WRITTEN ADVISORIES

For advocates with questions relating to the

state court portion of Special Immigrant Juvenile Whether it is through the CILA blog, practice
Status (SIUS), CILA’s attorneys can provide advisories, social services toolkits, creative pro
guidance on state law questions for Texas. Legal bono models, or other manuals and guides, the
TA requests can be made on CILA’s website CILA team creates written resources to support
using the form found at the QR code below. advocates for youth. Check CILA’s website to

access the materials.

TRAININGS

JOIN LIVE & WATCH RECORDINGS

CILA provides regular training opportunities for
individuals who are working with children in
immigration proceedings. CILA’s trainings cover
a wide range of topics related to representing
immigrant youth, including issues on Texas state

Advocates can expect a response to a request law related to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status
for legal technical assistance from a CILA (SIJS). Recordings of our webinars and other
attorney within 72 hours. trainings are free and available on our website.
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WORKING GROUPS PRO BONO MATTERS PLATFORM

6 WORKING GROUPS

CILA hosts working group meetings for six
different issue areas: (1) Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status (SIJS), (2) Houston SIS, (3)
children’s asylum law, 4) detained
unaccompanied children, (5) social services, and
(6) pro bono coordination. Attorneys and staff at
legal service providers, pro bono attorneys, and
private attorneys are all encouraged to
participate in the working groups. Each working
group meets quarterly. More information about
our working groups and how to register for them
is available on CILA’'s Community page:
https://cilacademy.org/resources/community/

SOCIAL MEDIA

CONNECT & FOLLOW US ON A VARIETY
OF PLATFORMS

Facebook: ABA Children's Immigration Law
Academy

X (formerly Twitter): @aba cilacademy

LinkedIn: ABA Children's Immigration Law
Academy

YouTube: ABA CILA - Children's
Immigration Law Academy

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

CHAMPIONS FOR IMMIGRANT YOUTH

CILA’s monthly newsletter provides updates on
changes in immigration law and policy, resources,
opportunities to connect and learn, as well as
celebrations of the work of advocates.
Advocates can sign up to receive the newsletter
by completing this survey, which can be
accessed at this QR code:
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SEE AVAILABLE PRO BONO
OPPORTUNITIES

CILA hosts an online platform, Pro Bono Matters
for Children Facing Deportation, to connect pro
bono attorneys and law students with pro bono
opportunities from around the country. Legal
service providers post a wide range of
opportunities, from short-term projects to direct
representation. Available opportunities can be
found on the platform’s webpage.

Advocates can reach out to CILA to post pro
bono case cars to CILA’s platform or visit the
platform to express interest in a pro bono
opportunity.

CONTACT ABA CILA

BASED IN HOUSTON, TEXAS & WITH
STAFF IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS
WORKING REMOTELY

CILA’s website provides access to numerous
resources. Training recordings and other
resources are available: https://cilacademy.org/.

3605 Katy Freeway, Suite 100
Houston, TX 77007
Tel: (346) 444-2569
Fax: (281) 547-7196
Email: cila@abacila.org
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