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Helpful Resources in Representing Unaccompanied Children 
The following charts1 are intended to facilitate research, especially for those new to the world of children’s immigration 
law. The charts contain links to a variety of resources, but they are by no means an exhaustive list.  

 

Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) 

AAO Practice Manual 
AAO Practice Manual: 

https://www.uscis.gov/aao-practice-manual 

AAO Opinions 

DHS/AAO/INS Precedent Decisions: 
https://www.justice.gov/archives/eoir/dhs-aao-ins-decisions  

 
AAO Non-precedent Decisions: 

https://www.uscis.gov/administrative-appeals/aao-decisions/aao-non-precedent-decisions  

 

Asylum Research 

AILA online 
Asylum Cases by Topic (requires AILA membership): 

http://www.aila.org/advo-media/issues/asylum-cases-by-topic 
 

Temple University & WOLA 
Country Conditions 

Annotated Table of Contents Project, Temple Law Asylum Project and the Washington Office on Latin 
America (WOLA) (request password at link): 

https://law.temple.edu/csj/atoc/  
 

Treaty Documents  
Treaty Documents: 

https://www.congress.gov/help/treaty-documents 

 
1This is not legal advice. This resource is for informational purposes only and should not substitute your own research and analysis. 
 

https://www.uscis.gov/aao-practice-manual
https://www.justice.gov/archives/eoir/dhs-aao-ins-decisions
https://www.uscis.gov/administrative-appeals/aao-decisions/aao-non-precedent-decisions
http://www.aila.org/advo-media/issues/asylum-cases-by-topic
https://law.temple.edu/csj/atoc/
https://www.congress.gov/help/treaty-documents
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Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) 

BIA Practice Manual 
BIA Practice Manual: 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-III/bia  

BIA Decisions 

BIA Precedent Decisions: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/ag-bia-decisions 

 
BIA Unpublished Decisions: 

Some unpublished BIA decisions are available through the Immigrant & Refugee Appellate 
Center: http://www.irac.net/unpublished/ 

 
 

Case Law 

Key Federal Litigation & 
Resources 

Flores Settlement Agreement: 
Flores Settlement Agreement (1997): 
https://www.aclu.org/files/pdfs/immigrants/flores_v_meese_agreement.pdf 

 
Documents Relating to Flores v. Reno Settlement Agreement on Minors in Immigration Custody 
(1993 – Present), AILA: 
https://www.aila.org/infonet/flores-v-reno-settlement-agreement  

 
Justice Action Center Litigation Tracker: 

https://litigationtracker.justiceactioncenter.org/  
 
National Immigration Litigation Alliance (NILA) Practice Advisories (“address[ing] select immigration 
or federal court issues”): 

https://immigrationlitigation.org/practice-advisories/  
 

Immigration Policy Tracking Project (“a complete compilation of Trump 1.0 and 2.0 immigration 
policies”): 

https://immpolicytracking.org/ 
 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-III/bia
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/ag-bia-decisions
http://www.irac.net/unpublished/
https://www.aclu.org/files/pdfs/immigrants/flores_v_meese_agreement.pdf
https://www.aila.org/infonet/flores-v-reno-settlement-agreement
https://litigationtracker.justiceactioncenter.org/
https://immigrationlitigation.org/practice-advisories/
https://immpolicytracking.org/
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5th Circuit Immigration Outline 
The Fifth Circuit Immigration Outline: 

https://txilc.org/5th-circuit-immigration-outline/  
 

9th Circuit Immigration Outline 
The Ninth Circuit Immigration Outline: 

https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/guides/immigration-outline/  

 

Ethics Guidance 

Ethics Rules 

ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct: 
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_rules_of_pr
ofessional_conduct/model_rules_of_professional_conduct_table_of_contents.html 

 
Each state has their own ethics rules. We recommend looking up your specific state’s rules. 
 

Resources 
ABA Center for Professional Responsibility Resources: 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/resources/links_of_interest/  

 

Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) 

Immigration Court Practice 
Manual 

The Immigration Court Practice Manual: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-II/icpm   

 

EOIR Forms 
EOIR Forms & Fees: 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-downloadable-eoir-forms 
 

Immigration Judge’s Benchbook 
(currently archived) 

The Immigration Judge’s Benchbook is generally accessible at: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/archived-resources  

 
Immigration Court Policy 
Memoranda 

Operating Policies and Procedures Memoranda (OPPM): 
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-V/memoranda/oppm  

https://txilc.org/5th-circuit-immigration-outline/
https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/guides/immigration-outline/
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_rules_of_professional_conduct/model_rules_of_professional_conduct_table_of_contents.html
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_rules_of_professional_conduct/model_rules_of_professional_conduct_table_of_contents.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/resources/links_of_interest/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-II/icpm
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-downloadable-eoir-forms
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/archived-resources
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-V/memoranda/oppm
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Director’s Memoranda (DM) and Policy Memoranda (PM): 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-V/memoranda  
 
EOIR Rescinded Memoranda: 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/rescinded-memoranda  
 

Select, Key Immigration Court 
Memoranda 
 
*Note that memoranda may be 
cancelled, rescinded, or 
reinstated at any time. This 
select list is current at the date 
of publishing of this resource. 

Key Immigration Court Memoranda relating to DOJ Priorities & Initiatives: 
PM 25-47, Case Priorities and Immigration Court Performance Measures (Sep. 12, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1413981/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-46, Notice of Hearings (Sep. 12, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1413976/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-42, Adjudicator Independence and Impartiality (Aug. 22, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1411796/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-34, Conflicting Precedents of the Board of Immigration Appeals (July 3, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1406956/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-21, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 22-04 (Feb. 14, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1389646/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-19, EOIR’s Anti-Fraud Program (Feb. 5, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388586/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-07, Cancellation of Policy Memorandum 21-27 (Jan 29, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387446/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-06, Cancellation of Operating Policies and Procedures Memorandum 23-01 (Jan. 28, 
2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387301/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-04, Cancellation of Policy Memorandum 21-16 (Jan. 27, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386546/dl?inline  

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/policy-manual-eoir/part-V/memoranda
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/rescinded-memoranda
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1413981/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1413976/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1411796/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1406956/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1389646/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388586/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387446/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387301/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386546/dl?inline
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PM 25-02, EOIR’s Core Policy Values (Jan. 27, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386541/dl?inline  

 
Key Immigration Court Memoranda related generally to Unaccompanied Children: 

PM 25-18, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 22-06 and Reinstatement of Policy 
Memorandum 20-05 (Feb. 4, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388331/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-14, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 23-03 and Reinstatement of Policy 
Memorandum 20-03 (Jan. 31, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387911/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-10, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 24-01 and Reinstatement of Policy 
Memorandum 17-03 (Jan. 29, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387496/dl?inline  
 
PM 20-05, Legal Advocacy by Non-Representatives in Immigration Court (Nov. 21, 2019) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388336/dl?inline  
 
PM 20-03, Child Advocates in Immigration Proceedings (Nov. 15, 2019) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1217976/dl?inline=  
 
OPPM 17-03, Guidelines for Immigrant Court Cases Involving Juveniles, Including 
Unaccompanied Alien Children (Dec. 20, 2017) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/file/oppm17-03/download 

 
Key Immigration Court Memoranda relating to Video and Telephonic Appearances: 

PM25-25, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 22-07 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1393481/dl?inline  
 
PM 21-03, Immigration Court Hearings Conducted by Telephone and Videoconferencing 
(November 6, 2020)  
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/reference-materials/OOD2103/dl  

 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386541/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388331/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387911/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387496/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388336/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1217976/dl?inline=
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/file/oppm17-03/download
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1393481/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/reference-materials/OOD2103/dl
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Key Immigration Court Memoranda relating to Asylum: 
26-01, Annual Asylum Fee (Jan. 2, 2026) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1422321/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-28, Pretermission of Legally Insufficient Applications for Asylum (Apr. 11, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1396411/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-17, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 22-05 and Reinstatement of Policy 
Memorandum 19-05, 21-06, and 21-13 (Feb. 3, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388056/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-05, Cancellation of Policy Memorandum 21-26 (January 27, 2025) (DHS reinstates 
Migrant Protection Protocols) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386551/dl?inline 

 
OPPM 25-01, Asylum EAD Clock in Immigration Court Proceedings (Dec. 19, 2024) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1381801/dl?inline 
 
PM 21-06, Asylum Processing (Dec. 4, 2020) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388066/dl?inline  
 
PM 19-05, Guidance Regarding the Adjudication of Asylum Applications Consistent with INA § 
208(d)(5)(A)(iii) (Nov. 19, 2018) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388061/dl?inline  

 
Key Immigration Court Memoranda relating to Continuances, Administrative Closure, 
Termination/Dismissal, and other administrative matters: 

PM 25-29, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 22-03 (Apr. 18, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1397161/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-27, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 23-01 and Reinstatement of Policy 
Memorandum 19-13 (Mar. 21, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1394086/dl?inline  
 
 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1422321/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1396411/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388056/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386551/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1386551/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1381801/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388066/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388061/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1397161/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1394086/dl?inline
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PM 25-21, Withdrawal of May 30, 2025 (Sep. 23, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1414836/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-16, Cancellation of Director’s Memorandum 23-04 (Feb. 3, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388051/dl?inline  
 
PM 25-09, Cancellation of Policy Memorandum 21-25 (Jan. 29, 2025) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387491/dl?inline  
 
DM 22-04, Filing Deadlines in Non-Detained Cases (Dec. 16, 2021) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/book/file/1456951/dl?inline  

 
PM 21-18, Revised Case Flow Processing Before the Immigration Courts (April 2, 2021) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/book/file/1382736/download  
 
PM 21-13, Continuances (Jan. 8, 2021) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388071/dl?inline  
 
PM 20-07, Case Management and Docketing Practices (Jan. 31, 2020) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/reference-materials/OOD2007/dl  
 
(See CILA Resource, “Procedural Options in Removal Proceedings for Youth“ for an overview of 
relevant caselaw.) 
 

Fundamentals of Immigration 
Law by Charles A. Wiegand,III, 
Immigration Judge 

The Fundamentals of Immigration Law: 
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2014/08/15/Fundamentals_of_Immigra
tion_Law.pdf 

 

Resources for Individual Cases 

EOIR Automated Case Information: 
https://acis.eoir.justice.gov/en/ 
 

EOIR Courts & Appeals System (ECAS) - Online Filing: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/ECAS  

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1414836/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388051/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1387491/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/book/file/1456951/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/book/file/1382736/download
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1388071/dl?inline
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/reference-materials/OOD2007/dl
https://cilacademy.org/2026/04/01/cila-updates-resource-on-procedural-options-in-removal-proceedings-for-children-youth/
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2014/08/15/Fundamentals_of_Immigration_Law.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2014/08/15/Fundamentals_of_Immigration_Law.pdf
https://acis.eoir.justice.gov/en/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/ECAS
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Family Separation 

Resources 

KIND, How the Administration’s Enforcement Policies Are Separating Families and Harming 
Unaccompanied Children (Jan. 13, 2026): 

https://supportkind.org/resources/how-the-administrations-enforcement-policies-are-
separating-families-and-harming-unaccompanied-children/ 
 

American Immigration Council, A Look Back at the Family Separation Policy (Oct. 30, 2025): 
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/family-separation-policy/  
 

Ms. L v. ICE Settlement 
https://www.aclu.org/cases/ms-l-v-ice 

 
USCIS, Applying for Asylum with USCIS for Ms. L. Settlement Class Members: 

https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-
agreements/applying-for-asylum-with-uscis-for-ms-l-settlement-class-members  

 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

ICE Office of the Principal 
Legal Advisor (OPLA) 

OPLA Webpage: 
https://www.ice.gov/opla  
 

Resources for Individual Cases 
ICE Detainee Locator: 

https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/index   
 

 

Key Federal Regulations 

Submission and Adjudication of 
Benefit Requests 
 

8 C.F.R. 103.2 (Benefits Requests): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-103/subpart-A/section-
103.2 

https://supportkind.org/resources/how-the-administrations-enforcement-policies-are-separating-families-and-harming-unaccompanied-children/
https://supportkind.org/resources/how-the-administrations-enforcement-policies-are-separating-families-and-harming-unaccompanied-children/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/family-separation-policy/
https://www.aclu.org/cases/ms-l-v-ice
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-agreements/applying-for-asylum-with-uscis-for-ms-l-settlement-class-members
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-agreements/applying-for-asylum-with-uscis-for-ms-l-settlement-class-members
https://www.ice.gov/opla
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/index
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-103/subpart-A/section-103.2
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-103/subpart-A/section-103.2
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(Note: See 103.2(b) specifically for information relating to Requests for Evidence and Notices of 
Intent to Deny.) 

 

Relating to Adjustment of Status 
 

8 C.F.R. 209 (Refugee and Asylee Adjustment of Status): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-209  

 
8 C.FR. 245 (SIJS Adjustment of Status): 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-245 
 

Relating to Asylum 
 

8 C.F.R. 208 (Asylum and Withholding of Removal): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-208  

 

Relating to Employment 
Authorization Documents 

8 C.F.R. 274 (Employment Authorization): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-274a/subpart-B/section-
274a.13 

 

Relating to EOIR 
8 C.F.R. 1003 (EOIR): 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-11121  
 

Relating to ORR 

ORR Foundational Rule:  
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/30/2024-08329/unaccompanied-
children-program-foundational-rule  
 

45 C.F.R. 410:  
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-B/chapter-IV/part-410  
 

CILA, Overview of the ORR Foundational Rule for the Unaccompanied Children Program (July 1, 
2024): 

https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/overview-of-the-orr-foundational-rule-for-the-
unaccompanied-children-program/ 

 

Relating to SIJS 
 

8 C.F.R. 204.11 (Special Immigrant Juvenile Status): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-204/subpart-A/section-
204.11  

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-209
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-245
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-208
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-274a/subpart-B/section-274a.13
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-274a/subpart-B/section-274a.13
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-11121
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/30/2024-08329/unaccompanied-children-program-foundational-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/30/2024-08329/unaccompanied-children-program-foundational-rule
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-B/chapter-IV/part-410
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/overview-of-the-orr-foundational-rule-for-the-unaccompanied-children-program/
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/overview-of-the-orr-foundational-rule-for-the-unaccompanied-children-program/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-204/subpart-A/section-204.11
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-204/subpart-A/section-204.11
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8 C.F.R. 205.1 (Revocation): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-205/section-205.1 
 

Relating to T Visas 

8 C.F.R. 212 (Documentary Requirements) 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-212 

 
8 C.F.R. 214 (Noncitizen Victims of Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons) 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-214/subpart-C 
 

Relating to USCIS Registration 
8 C.F.R. 264 (Registration and Fingerprinting) 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-264/ 

Relating to Voluntary Departure 
 

8 C.F.R. 1240.26 (Voluntary Departure): 
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-V/subchapter-B/part-1240#1240.26  
 

 

Key Federal Statutes 

 
Relating to Unaccompanied 
Children 

Homeland Security Act of 2002: 
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/hr_5005_enr.pdf 

 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) of 2008: 

https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ457/PLAW-110publ457.pdf  
 

Immigration & Nationality Act (INA)-8 U.S. Code: 
https://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title8/chapter12&edition=prelim  
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act  

 

 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-205/section-205.1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-212
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-214/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-264/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-8/chapter-V/subchapter-B/part-1240#1240.26
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/hr_5005_enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ457/PLAW-110publ457.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title8/chapter12&edition=prelim
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act
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Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) 

ORR Unaccompanied [Non-
citizen] Children Bureau Policy 
Guide 
 
 
 

ORR Policy Guide: 
https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-bureau-policy-guide  
 

Unaccompanied [Non-citizen] Children Bureau Resources: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-program  
 

Unaccompanied [Non-citizen] Children Bureau Fact Sheet: 
https://acf.gov/orr/fact-sheet/programs/uc/fact-sheet 

 

ORR Manual of Procedures 
(MAP) 

Unaccompanied Children Program Manual of Procedures (UC MAP): 
https://acf.gov/e-reading-room 

ORR Field Guidance 
Unaccompanied Children Bureau Field Guidance:  

https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/uc-program-field-guidance 

Resources for Individual Cases 
ORR Unaccompanied Children (UC) Portal (requires approved account access from ORR): 

https://ucportal.acf.hhs.gov/ 
 

UC Ombuds Unaccompanied Alien Children Office of the Ombuds (UACOO): 
https://acf.gov/uac-ombuds  

 

Policy Overview of Unaccompanied Children 

Policy Related Resources 

Congressional Research Service, Unaccompanied Alien Children: An Overview (updated Sep. 5, 
2024): 

https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/R43599.pdf  
 
Migration Policy Institute, Fact Sheet: Trends in Unaccompanied Child and Family Migration from 
Central America (Jan. 2016): 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/trends-unaccompanied-child-and-family-migration-
central-america  
 

https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-bureau-policy-guide
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-program
https://acf.gov/orr/fact-sheet/programs/uc/fact-sheet
https://acf.gov/e-reading-room
https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/uc-program-field-guidance
https://ucportal.acf.hhs.gov/
https://acf.gov/uac-ombuds
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/R43599.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/trends-unaccompanied-child-and-family-migration-central-america
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/trends-unaccompanied-child-and-family-migration-central-america
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Pro Bono Resources 

Practice Advisories 

CILA, Pro Bono Guide: Working with Children and Youth in Immigration Cases (2026): 
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2026-ABA-CILA-Pro-Bono-Guide.pdf 
 
ILRC, Screening for Immigration Relief: Client Intake Form and Notes (Oct. 2, 2025):  
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/screening-immigration-relief-client-intake-form-and-notes 

 
CILA, Getting Started on a Pro Bono Children’s Immigration Case (May 28, 2024):  

https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/getting-started-on-a-pro-bono-childrens-immigration-
case/ 

 
Appleseed Network Immigration Collaborative, Getting Off the Assembly Line:  Overcoming 
Immigration Court Obstacles in Individual Cases (2016): 

https://www.chicagoappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/APPLESEED__Getting-Off-
Assembly-Line_122116-1.pdf 

 

Representing Unaccompanied Children 

American Bar Association 
Standards 

ABA, Standards for the Custody, Placement and Care; Legal Representation; and Adjudication of 
Unaccompanied Alien Children in the United States (Aug. 2018): 

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/commission_on_immigration/stan
dards_for_children_2018.pdf 

Practice Advisories 

CILA, Pro Bono Guide: Working with Children and Youth in Immigration Cases (2026): 
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2026-ABA-CILA-Pro-Bono-Guide.pdf 

 
CILA, Working with Detained Unaccompanied Children (Apr. 2, 2026): 

https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/working-with-detained-unaccompanied-children/ 
 
 

https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2026-ABA-CILA-Pro-Bono-Guide.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/screening-immigration-relief-client-intake-form-and-notes
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/getting-started-on-a-pro-bono-childrens-immigration-case/
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/getting-started-on-a-pro-bono-childrens-immigration-case/
https://www.chicagoappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/APPLESEED__Getting-Off-Assembly-Line_122116-1.pdf
https://www.chicagoappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/APPLESEED__Getting-Off-Assembly-Line_122116-1.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/commission_on_immigration/standards_for_children_2018.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/commission_on_immigration/standards_for_children_2018.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2026-ABA-CILA-Pro-Bono-Guide.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/working-with-detained-unaccompanied-children/
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KIND, A Timeline: Tracking How the Second Trump Administration Is Rolling Back Protections for 
Unaccompanied Children (Jan. 29, 2026): 

https://supportkind.org/resources/a-timeline-tracking-how-the-second-trump-administration-is-
rolling-back-protections-for-unaccompanied-children/ 

 
CILA, Fact Sheet: Unaccompanied Children at the Border (Sep. 10, 2025): 

https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/aba-cila-fact-sheet-unaccompanied-children-at-the-
border/ 
 

Forum, Unaccompanied Alien Children – 2025 Update:  
https://forumtogether.org/article/unaccompanied-alien-children-ucs-or-uacs-2025-update/ 

 
National Immigrant Justice Center, Justice for Unaccompanied Immigrant Children: An Advocacy 
Best Practices Manual for Legal Service Providers (Apr. 2016): 

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/probono_public_service/other-
documents/uac/ls_pb_uac_doc_uic_best_practices_4_27_16.pdf 

 

Resources for Children and 
Youth  

CILA, For Youth: 
https://cilacademy.org/youth/ 

 
ImportaMi, Resources to Empower Unaccompanied Children and their Sponsors in the U.S.: 

https://www.importami.org/en-us 
 

 

SIJS Research 

NIPNLG AAO Index 
Unpublished AAO Decisions on SIJS: 

https://secure.nationalimmigrationproject.org/np/clients/nationalimmigration/product.jsp?produ
ct=33& 

 

 

https://supportkind.org/resources/a-timeline-tracking-how-the-second-trump-administration-is-rolling-back-protections-for-unaccompanied-children/
https://supportkind.org/resources/a-timeline-tracking-how-the-second-trump-administration-is-rolling-back-protections-for-unaccompanied-children/
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/aba-cila-fact-sheet-unaccompanied-children-at-the-border/
https://cilacademy.org/resource-file/aba-cila-fact-sheet-unaccompanied-children-at-the-border/
https://forumtogether.org/article/unaccompanied-alien-children-ucs-or-uacs-2025-update/
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/probono_public_service/other-documents/uac/ls_pb_uac_doc_uic_best_practices_4_27_16.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/probono_public_service/other-documents/uac/ls_pb_uac_doc_uic_best_practices_4_27_16.pdf
https://cilacademy.org/youth/
https://www.importami.org/en-us
https://secure.nationalimmigrationproject.org/np/clients/nationalimmigration/product.jsp?product=33&
https://secure.nationalimmigrationproject.org/np/clients/nationalimmigration/product.jsp?product=33&
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Technical Assistance Providers 

ASISTA 
ASISTA Technical Assistance: 

https://www.asistahelp.org/technical-assistance 

Children’s Immigration Law Academy 
(CILA) 

CILA Technical Assistance & Training: 
http://www.cilacademy.org/ 
 

University of California at Hastings, 
Center for Gender & Refugee 
Studies (CGRS) 

CGRS Technical Assistance: 
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/en/about-technical-assistance-program  

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, 
Inc. (CLINIC) 

CLINIC Technical Assistance: 
https://cliniclegal.org/ 

 

Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
(ILRC) 

ILRC Immigrant Youth: 
https://www.ilrc.org/immigrant-youth 

 

National Immigration Litigation 
Alliance (NILA) 

NILA Information: 
https://immigrationlitigation.org/ 

National Immigration Project (NIP) 
NIP Information: 

https://nipnlg.org/ 

USCRI Unaccompanied Children 
Resource Center 

The Unaccompanied Children Resource Center:  
https://ucresourcecenter.org/  

 

NCYL Unaccompanied Children 
Legal Rights Library  

UC Legal Rights Library:  
https://uclegalrightslibrary.org/   

 

 

 

https://www.asistahelp.org/technical-assistance
http://www.cilacademy.org/
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/en/about-technical-assistance-program
https://cliniclegal.org/
https://www.ilrc.org/immigrant-youth
https://immigrationlitigation.org/
https://nipnlg.org/
https://ucresourcecenter.org/
https://uclegalrightslibrary.org/
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U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) 

USCIS Policy Manual  
(“centralized online repository for 
USCIS’s immigration policies”) 

 

USCIS Policy Manual: 
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual.html 

 
USCIS Policy relating to Special Immigrant Juveniles: 

https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume6-PartJ.html 
 
USCIS Policy relating to Adjustment of Status (Part F Discusses SIJS Adjustment, Part M Discusses 
Asylee Adjustment): 

https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume7.html 
 

Key USCIS Memoranda 

Key USCIS Memoranda is generally accessible at: 
https://www.uscis.gov/laws/policy-memoranda 

 
USCIS Memoranda relating to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status: 

PM-602-0198, Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification and Deferred Action (Apr. 10, 2026) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/memos/PM-602-0198-SIJDeferredAction-
20260410.pdf 
 
PA-2022-14, Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification and Adjustment of Status (June 10, 2022) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20220610-
SIJAndAOS.pdf 

 
PM-602-0117, Updated Implementation of the Special Immigrant Juvenile Perez-Olano 
Settlement Agreement (June 25, 2015)  
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2015/2015-0624_Perez-
Olano_Settlement_Agreement_PM_Effective.pdf 

 
USCIS Memoranda relating to Asylum for Unaccompanied Children: 

Policy Alert: Updating Certain Employment Authorization Document Validity Periods (Dec. 4, 
2025) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251204-
EmploymentAuthorizationValidity.pdf  

https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual.html
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume6-PartJ.html
https://www.uscis.gov/policymanual/HTML/PolicyManual-Volume7.html
https://www.uscis.gov/laws/policy-memoranda
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/memos/PM-602-0198-SIJDeferredAction-20260410.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/memos/PM-602-0198-SIJDeferredAction-20260410.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20220610-SIJAndAOS.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20220610-SIJAndAOS.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2015/2015-0624_Perez-Olano_Settlement_Agreement_PM_Effective.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/2015/2015-0624_Perez-Olano_Settlement_Agreement_PM_Effective.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251204-EmploymentAuthorizationValidity.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251204-EmploymentAuthorizationValidity.pdf
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Revised Updated Procedures for Determination of Initial Jurisdiction over Asylum Applications 
Filed by Unaccompanied Alien Children and Implementation of the J.O.P. Settlement Agreement 
(Oct. 30, 2025) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-docs/JOP_UAC_Procedures_Memo 
_10.30.2025.pdf  
 
Affirmative Asylum Interview Scheduling (last reviewed/updated Mar. 29, 2024) 
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/affirmative-asylum-
interview-scheduling  
 
USCIS Update regarding Class Action, Settlement Notices, and Agreements: USCIS Stops 
Applying Certain EAD Provisions for Asylum Applicants (Feb. 8, 2022) (archived) 
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-
agreements/uscis-stops-applying-certain-ead-provisions-for-asylum-applicants 

 
Jurisdiction and EAD Clock Procedures for Unaccompanied Children (UACs) (March 31, 2017) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Refugee%2C%20Asylum%2C%20and%20Int%
27l%20Ops/Asylum/EAD_Clock_Procedures_for_UACs_March_2017.pdf 

 
Implementation of Statutory Change Providing USCIS with Initial Jurisdiction over Asylum 
Applications Filed by Unaccompanied Alien Children (March 25, 2009) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/Static_Files_Memoranda/2
009/uac_filings_5f25mar09.pdf 

 
USCIS Memoranda relating to Requests for Evidence & Notices of Intent to Deny: 

PM-602-0040, Change in Standard Timeframes for Applicants or Petitioners to Respond to 
Requests for Evidence; Revisions to Adjudicator’s Field Manual (AFM) Chapter 10.5(b), Chapter 
25.2(e)(3), Chapter 38.1(e)(6), and Appendix 10-9; AFM Update AD11-36 (July 7, 2011) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Feedback%20Opportunities/Interim
%20Guidance%20for%20Comment/change-timeframes-rfe.pdf  
 
PA-2021-11, Requests for Evidence and Notices of Intent to Deny (June 9, 2021) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20210609-
RFEs%26NOIDs.pdf 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-docs/JOP_UAC_Procedures_Memo_10.30.2025.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-docs/JOP_UAC_Procedures_Memo_10.30.2025.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/affirmative-asylum-interview-scheduling
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/affirmative-asylum-interview-scheduling
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-agreements/uscis-stops-applying-certain-ead-provisions-for-asylum-applicants
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/other-resources/class-action-settlement-notices-and-agreements/uscis-stops-applying-certain-ead-provisions-for-asylum-applicants
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Refugee%2C%20Asylum%2C%20and%20Int%27l%20Ops/Asylum/EAD_Clock_Procedures_for_UACs_March_2017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Refugee%2C%20Asylum%2C%20and%20Int%27l%20Ops/Asylum/EAD_Clock_Procedures_for_UACs_March_2017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/Static_Files_Memoranda/2009/uac_filings_5f25mar09.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Laws/Memoranda/Static_Files_Memoranda/2009/uac_filings_5f25mar09.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Feedback%20Opportunities/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20Comment/change-timeframes-rfe.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Feedback%20Opportunities/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20Comment/change-timeframes-rfe.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20210609-RFEs%26NOIDs.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20210609-RFEs%26NOIDs.pdf
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USCIS Memoranda relating to Motions to Reopen or Reconsider: 
PM-602-0028, Notice to Applicants and Petitioners Concerning Ability to File Motions to 
Reopen or Reconsider; Revision to the Adjudicator’s Field Manual (AFM) Chapter 10.7; AFM 
Update AD11-09 (Jan. 26, 2011) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20Co
mment/applicants-petitioners-file-motion.pdf 

 
USCIS Memoranda relating to Notices to Appear: 

PM-602-0187, Issuance of Notices to Appear (NTA) in Cases Involving Inadmissible and 
Deportable Aliens (Feb. 28, 2025) 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-
alerts/NTA_Policy_FINAL_2.28.25_FINAL.pdf  

 

Affirmative Asylum Procedures 
Manual (AAPM) 

Affirmative Asylum Procedures Manual (Feb. 2025):   
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/AAPM.pdf  

 

Asylum Officer Basic Training 
Course 

Asylum Officer Lesson Module: Interviewing – Introduction to the Non-Adversarial Interview (Dec. 
13, 2024): 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/files/nativedocuments/Interviewing_-
_Intro_to_the_NonAdversarial_Interview_LP_RAIO.pdf 

 

Resources for Individual Cases 
USCIS Online Case Status: 

https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do 
 

 

USCIS Ombudsman 

USCIS Ombudsman Resources 

USCIS Ombudsman Webpage: 
https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cis-ombudsman 

 
DHS Form 7001, Request for Case Assistance: 

https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cis-ombudsman/forms/7001 
 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20Comment/applicants-petitioners-file-motion.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20Comment/applicants-petitioners-file-motion.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-alerts/NTA_Policy_FINAL_2.28.25_FINAL.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-alerts/NTA_Policy_FINAL_2.28.25_FINAL.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/AAPM.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/files/nativedocuments/Interviewing_-_Intro_to_the_NonAdversarial_Interview_LP_RAIO.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/files/nativedocuments/Interviewing_-_Intro_to_the_NonAdversarial_Interview_LP_RAIO.pdf
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cis-ombudsman
https://www.dhs.gov/topic/cis-ombudsman/forms/7001
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Visa Availability 

USCIS 
 

USCIS Adjustment of Status Filing Charts from the Visa Bulletin: 
https://www.uscis.gov/visabulletininfo 

 

Department of State 
 

Department of State Visa Bulletin: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/law-and-policy/bulletin.html 

 
 

https://www.uscis.gov/visabulletininfo
https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/law-and-policy/bulletin.html
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