Annual Report

The Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA) is an
expert legal resource center created by the Amer-
ican Bar Association (ABA). CILA is a project of the
ABA’s Commission on Immigration (COI) and is closely
aligned with its COl sister projects, the South Texas Pro
Bono Asylum Representation Project (ProBAR) and the

Immigration Justice Project (1JP).

CILA is focused on children’s immigration
maftters. CILA builds capacity for those
working with youth by providing train-
iNngs, creatfing resources, answering
questions related to cases, and
offering space for collaboration
amongst advocates. Through
our work, we hope to ensure
more children are represented
and to provide the resources
and expertise needed to sup-
port those who endeavor to
support them. The year 2021
for CILA is a year marked
by growth, endurance, and
hope. CILA's Annual Report
shares some of CILA’'s work
and highlights from 2021.




Building Advocate Capacity
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Responding to Emergent Needs
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CILA’s partnership with the National Immigra-
tion Litigation Alliance (NILA) to provide train-
ings, resources, and technical assistance on
appellate and litigation strategy flourished
in 2021. Eleven additional fraining recordings
were added to CILA’s website along with sev-
eral practice advisories and example tem-
plates. The project empowers attorneys to
expand their skills in litigation and appellate
practice so they can further help children and
youth in their immigration cases.

O Withincreased numbers of youth arriv-
ing unaccompanied at the Southwest bor-
der, CILA participated in a collaborative
webinar hosted by the ABA COIl and ABA
Section of Civil Rights and Social Justice to
discuss the issues and wrote a Fact Sheet to
provide information regarding the systems
involved and context. CILA also created
a webpage on CILA's website to provide
additional ways for people to getinvolved.

¢ CILA and local legal service providers
stepped in to fill a gap to provide legal ser-
vicesatthe Pecos, Texas Emergency Intake
Site (EIS) before an organization steppedin
tomanage services. CILA supported the ef-
fort by providing coordination and training.

¢  Responding to the increased num-
ber of cases at the adjustment of sta-
tus phase, CILA hosted two webinars
related to Adjustment of Status based
on Special Immigrant Juvenile Sto-
tus and wrote a FAQ on the topic.

Connecting On-the-Ground
Information to Policy

The ABA House of Dele-
gates adopted a resolution
at the 2021 Midyear Meet-
ing calling for protections
for Special Immigrant Ju-
venile Status beneficiaries
impacted by the backlog
of cases waiting to apply
for a green card. CILA’s Di-
rector continued to partici-
Al pate in ongoing advocacy

APPROVED ﬁm}ﬁ efforts for policy change.
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More CILA Highlights
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CILA hosted its most attended webi-
nartodatein2021, with421 atftendees.
The training, A Deep Dive Into Current
Conditions in El Salvador, Guatema-
la, & Honduras with the Experts fea-
tured a dynamic panel of speakers.

Working with Immigrant Families Involved in the
State Child Welfare System: The Role of the
Parent's Attorney
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BY: Danny Alicea, Immigration
Litigation Supervisor, Center for Family
Representation

Sara N. Lewis, Senior Staff Attorney,

CILA joined social media with a
presence on Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, and YouTube! You can find
us by searching ABA CILA - Children’s
Immigration Law Academy or visiting
our website for links.

CILA launched a new webpage
for youth in Spanish and English
to provide some basic helpful
information andresourcesimportant
to immigrant youth.

CILA and the ABA Center on Children
and the Law partnered in creating a
Child Welfare and Immigration webi-
nar series providing four informative
trainings.
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Social Work Program

to our capacity-building
efforts for legal advocates,
CILA expanded its work to
include a social services
program.

Through the program, CILA
answered technical assis-
tance questions related to
cases and shared social
services resources related
to the psychosocial needs
of immigrant youth in Texas.

CILA launched a social
services working group in
2021 to provide a space

to share resources, ideas,
challenges, as well as
support.




Pro Bono Initiatives

¢ CILA participated in and helped plan

the ABA COI's two-day national train-

ing on asylum law geared toward pro
bono attorneys held in January 2021.

Children’s
Immigration Law
Academy (CILA)

Pro Bono
Guide

Working with Children and
Youth in Immigration Cases

¢ CILA and sister project ProBAR
co-created a video Standing with
Children: Unaccompanied Children
and the Need for Pro Bono Repre-
sentation to inform potential pro
bono attorneys about working with
youth in immigration matters and
to inspire people to get involved.

¢ CILA continued to add content
to CILA's webpage featuring
creatfive models for pro bono
engagement, fips, ideas, and
resources for pro bono coordinators.

N4 Pro Bono Matters
Vera . \,,\

for Children Facing Deportation

1%
./Ef\.. @ A\ Additional organizations
T T from across the nation
joined CILA's platform,
Pro Bono Matters for

CILA released an updated version of the Children Facing Depor-

CILA Pro Bgno Ggide:.Working with Children fation, fo post pro bono
and Youth in Immigration Cgses for 2021'. The opportunities working
117-page resource covers important skills for === - with children and youth
working with children and youth in immigra- in  immigration  cases.
Tlor) cases |.nc|ud!ng.’rroumo—mformed onv— CILA also added
yering and interviewing ftips and strategies
along with sections focused on key forms of
relief. The popular resource was download-
ed over 100 times in the last quarter of 2021.

the platform to

several websites to increase visibility.
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Connect with Us
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¢ CILA's Pro Bono Matters
for  Children elei[gle]
Deportation - Take a
Case, Make a Difference

Get Involved:

¢ Join CILA’s quarterly
e-newsletter to stay updated
on CILA's resources.
Learn more about the issues
and other ways to get involved.
Connect with CILA
on social media.

CILA Blog Posts on ABA COI’s
Generating Justice Blog:

0 A Long Wait for Special
Immigrant  Juveniles Means
a Risk of Deportation

¢ Check out CILA's platform, Pro
Bono Matters for Children Facing
Deportation, to view children’s
cases across the country that
need a pro bono aftorney.
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Thank you to the advocates working on
behalf of children and youth in immigration
proceedings. This is challenging and
important work, and we are honored to
work with you and support you.

This work takes courage, competency, compassion, and
creativity; necessary skills for every champion of immigrant
children and youth. CILA will continue to capacity build, fill
any gaps, and support you in any way we can. Thank you to
CILA’s supporters, collaborators, and Advisory Committee.
CILA is grateful to those who joined us in 2021 and over the
last six years.

-the CILA Team

CILA Team: Advisory Committee: Lauren Fisher Flores, Pilar Ferguson, Human
Tahirih Houston Rights Initiative of North
Dalia Castillo-Granados, Carolina Rodriguez- Texas (HRI)
Director Neufeld, KIND Houston Elissa Steglich, University
of Texas Immigration Elizabeth Sanchez-
Yasmin Yavar, Nicole Sam, YMCA Clinic Kennedy, Galveston-
Senior Staff Attorney International Services Houston Immigrant
Aimee Maldonado, Representation Project
Victoria Giambra, Karla Garcia, ProBAR South Texas College (GHIRP)
Senior Staff Attorney of Law Houston
Jacob Wedemeyer, Immigration Clinic Sarah Valdes, RAICES
Laura Egan, DMRS
Senior Staff Attorney Terry Cody, Cabrini Betty Jones, ProBAR
Rebecca Rosenberg, Center, Catholic
Marissa Barrera, Social Justice for Our Charities Galveston- Dolores Rosales, DMRS
Worker Neighbors (JFON) Houston

Colleena Payne, Grants
& Operations Manager

. Children’s Immigration Law Academy (CILA)
Brenda Garcia-Carrera, A Project of the American Bar Association

Outreach Associate Funded by the Vera Institute of Justice

www.cilacademy.org

1303 San Jacinto Street, Rm. 926
(346) 444-2569 cilao@abacila.org




